[Stent implantation for the palliative therapy of upper inflow obstruction in bronchial carcinoma].
To analyse results obtained in the palliative treatment of obstruction of the upper inflow veins by stent implantation in patients with bronchial carcinoma. Stents were implanted in 14 patients with upper venous obstruction due to bronchial carcinoma (three women, eleven men: mean age 64 [48-74] years), 4 of the superior vena cava (SVC), 6 of the SVC and brachiocephalic vein, 4 of the SVC and subclavian vein. To prevent thromboembolic phenomena all patients received heparin in therapeutic doses for 1-3 days from the time of stents implantation. Treatment was successful (regression of the clinical signs) in 12 of the 14 patients. Six patients died, without recurrence of the clinical signs, an average of 141 (10-420) days after the procedure. Mean survival time of the six patients who remained without symptoms was 3 months (longest interval 9 months). In one patient thrombotic occlusion of the SVC occurred 6 days after stent implantation. However, local thrombolysis successfully re-opened the vessel. Renewed upper vein obstruction occurred in two patients during follow-up. None of the stent filaments fractured and there was no stent dislocation. With a success rate of 86% stent implantation proved to be a sparing procedure in the palliative treatment of upper inflow vein obstruction, especially in patients with extensive malignant disease.